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The elephant in the room…





























Next Steps - Mitigation for Pebble

Compensatory Mitigation Plan is a “must have’ to secure 404 permit

Challenge for Pebble
• No mitigation banks in area
• No opportunities for restoration
• Preservation of land only way to address mitigation for large projects in AK
• Looked for other options in greater mine site area, none in the watershed

USACE directive for In-Watershed and In-Kind mitigation
• Rejected PLP’s proposal for out–of-kind mitigation
• 90-day deadline on Nov 18 for plan submittal – PLP will meet this



Next Steps – State Permitting

Initiate state permitting 

State permits include:

• Tailings Storage Facility approval by ADNR Alaska Dam Safety Program
• Water discharge approval (APDES) via ADEC
• Air quality permit via ADEC
• Reclamation and closure plan and bond approval by ADNR
• Title 16 fish habitat permits by ADF&G

AK state permitting among the most stringent standards in the world
• These permits will require a high level of technical and engineering data
• Estimate three years of engineering and State permitting
• Additional public comment opportunities

Pebble is on State of Alaska land and the review/approval process now turns to the 
land owner
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Mineral Security

Initiatives seeking to increase domestic mineral production

President Trump’s Executive Order (Sep 2020) regarding national security concerns 
about dependence on foreign sources of minerals like China:
Our dependence on one country, the People’s Republic of China (China), for multiple 
critical minerals is particularly concerning. The United States now imports 80 percent 
of its rare earth elements directly from China, with portions of the remainder indirectly 
sourced from China through other countries.

Senator Murkowski Mineral Security Act, July 2020:
identify critical minerals, ensure timely surveying of domestic deposits, cut down on 
unnecessary permitting delays for projects to produce them, promote workforce 
development, and invest in research and development to increase recycling and the 
development of alternatives.

Pebble is an important source of critical and important minerals:
Defined in mineral resource reports – copper, gold, silver, molybdenum, rhenium
Elevated levels detected in the deposit – tellurium, titanium, vanadium, palladium
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